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In this volume, Alice Kessler-Harris explores the transformation of some of the United States' most

significant social policies. Tracing changing ideals of fairness from the 1920s to the 1970s, she

shows how a deeply embedded set of beliefs, or "gendered imagination" shaped seemingly neutral

social legislation to limit the freedom and equality of women. Law and custom generally sought to

protect women from exploitation, and sometimes from employment itself; but at the same time, they

assigned the most important benefits to wage work. Most policy makers (even female ones)

assumed from the beginning that women would not be breadwinners. Kessler-Harris shows how

ideas about what was fair for men as well as women influenced old age and unemployment

insurance, fair labor standards, Federal income tax policy, and the new discussion of women's

rights that emerged after World War II. Only in the 1960s and 1970s did the gendered imagination

begin to alter--yet the process is far from complete.
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This was a good purchase. Downloadable books are always the best because you get the book in

minutes. I enjoy the reading and believe that all men, husbands and sons, both majority and

minority should stand up for the rights of women. They are our equals and should not be treated any

different. They should not have to change their last name when married as we. They should be

equal heads of the household and not secondary citizens to ourselves. This book lets you see the

continued unequality that exist and I am thankful .com has this book available. Although the review

recieved 5 stars, I was not satisfied that the book did not have page numbers. Page numbers are



important, especially when you are in school and you have to cite references.
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